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3 so Journal of American Folk-Lore 

NOTES AND QUERIES 

The Popular Ballad in America. — Students of the popular ballad 
are well aware that the history of its tradition in America is compli- 
cated by the broadside question. The following passage from Cotton 
Mather's Diary, September 29, 1713, is a document in the case: — 

" I am informed, that the Minds and Manners of many People about the 
Countrey are much corrupted, by foolish Songs and Ballads, which the 
Hawkers and Peddlers carry into all parts of the Countrey. By way of 
Antidote, I would procure poetical Composures full of Piety, and such as 
may have a Tendency to advance Truth and Goodness, to be published, and 
scattered into all Corners of the Land. There may be an Extract of some, 
from the excellent Watts' s Hymns." 



